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this is to uplift the diverse voices of 
our communities through representa-
tion. This year, there are a record 21 
AA NH/PI Members serving in Con-
gress, and we celebrate the historic 
election of KAMALA HARRIS to be the 
first woman and the first Asian Amer-
ican to hold the Office of the Vice 
President. However, even with today’s 
progress, our AA NH/PI communities 
continue to face issues of disparity and 
prejudice. 

This year, we once again commemo-
rate Asian Pacific American Heritage 
Month amid a global pandemic. While 
the pandemic has claimed the lives of 
more than half a million Americans, 
COVID–19 has had an outsized impact 
on communities of color, including Pa-
cific Islanders, who are three times 
more likely to contract COVID–19 and 
are nearly twice as likely to die from 
the disease. The pandemic has also ex-
posed and exacerbated social and eco-
nomic disparities in our country. 
Throughout the pandemic, Pacific Is-
landers and other vulnerable groups 
have been disproportionately impacted 
by unemployment, food and income in-
security, and unstable or inadequate 
housing, among other hardships. This 
pandemic has highlighted the work we 
must do to ensure that all Americans, 
especially individuals from 
marginalized communities, have access 
to quality healthcare, fair pay, work-
place protections, and other civil and 
human rights. 

Violence and discrimination against 
Asian Americans have also surged dur-
ing the COVID–19 pandemic. Between 
March 2020 and March 2021, Stop AAPI 
Hate received over 6,600 reports of dis-
crimination and hate incidents across 
all 50 States and the District of Colum-
bia. These unprovoked, random attacks 
can happen anywhere—on public trans-
portation, on sidewalks, in businesses, 
and even in the workplace. 

The dramatic rise in hate crimes tar-
geting Asian Americans might be a re-
cent development, but we all know 
that racism has never been far beneath 
the surface in our country. Part of hon-
oring the rich history of the AA NH/Pl 
community includes reflecting on some 
of the darker moments in our Nation’s 
past. AA NH/PIs have always been tar-
geted as the ‘‘other’’ in our country 
and have been treated as the perpetual 
‘‘foreigner.’’ Since the first Asian im-
migrants came to our country nearly 
two centuries ago, our communities 
have experienced race-based prejudice 
and have been subject to discrimina-
tory policies that impinged on individ-
uals’ civil rights, improperly rescinded 
wartime promises, and excluded immi-
grants from Asian countries out of in-
tolerance and fear. 

Recognizing the recent increase of 
hate crimes, Representative Grace 
Meng and I introduced legislation to 
focus attention on hate crimes com-
mitted during the pandemic. Last 
week, President Biden signed this bill, 
the COVID–19 Hate Crimes Act, into 
law. This action sent a clear message 

of solidarity to our AA NH/PI commu-
nities at a crucial moment. This bipar-
tisan legislation will help Federal, 
State, and local governments confront 
hate in our country and help victims of 
hate crimes to come forward. 

Today, AA NH/PIs are uniting to con-
front this epidemic of racism, discrimi-
nation, and hate. We are marching, 
speaking out, and demanding action in 
cities and states across the Nation to 
ensure that our country does not re-
peat the mistakes of the past. Rep-
resentation and visibility are some of 
the ways we are making our voices 
heard. However, we must also sustain 
efforts to teach empathy and educate 
others about our history. We can help 
to create a more just and equitable so-
ciety by raising awareness of past in-
justices and current issues of impor-
tance to our communities. 

As we celebrate the contributions of 
AA NH/PIs, there is also clear evidence 
demonstrating how much work re-
mains to be done. I look forward to 
working with my colleagues beyond 
the month of May, Asian Pacific Amer-
ican Heritage Month, to continue the 
work that must be done to advance 
civil rights and equal treatment for all. 

f 

DRINKING WATER AND WASTE-
WATER INFRASTRUCTURE ACT 
OF 2021 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, I 
rise to voice my strong support for the 
recent passage of S. 914, the Drinking 
Water and Wastewater Infrastructure 
Act of 2021. I believe it is a vital invest-
ment in the current and future health 
of all our communities, and I applaud 
my Senate colleagues for helping to 
get this done. 

Ensuring access to clean water is es-
sential—and one of the most basic du-
ties of government. Every American 
deserves safe drinking water and 
wastewater treatment systems, and in 
my home State of Maryland, these sys-
tems are vital both to the health of our 
fellow citizens and to the health of our 
rivers and our beloved Chesapeake Bay. 

This bill will help pull our waterways 
into the 21st century by providing a 
critical boost in water systems invest-
ments to restore aging infrastructure, 
fund cutting-edge waterway tech-
nology, create resiliency in the face of 
climate change, and create new jobs. 
And critically, this legislation was de-
signed with equity in mind, so 
marginalized communities can benefit 
from this big leap forward. This has 
been a longstanding bipartisan pri-
ority, and I am pleased that colleagues 
from both sides of the aisle have come 
together to pass this vital legislation 
through the U.S. Senate. 

Now, it is up to our colleagues in the 
House to pass this bill too so we can 
get it to the President’s desk. And 
should he sign it into law, as I believe 
he will, I will be doing my part as a 
member of the Senate Appropriations 
Committee to ensure we fully fund this 
initiative. 

I thank my colleagues for joining me 
and a bipartisan group of Senators in 
supporting this key investment in our 
Nation’s water infrastructure. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO RANDY GORDON 

∑ Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, today 
I would like to congratulate Randall 
‘‘Randy’’ C. Gordon on his retirement 
from the National Grain and Feed As-
sociation, NGFA, after nearly 43 years 
of service. 

A native Nebraskan, Randy grad-
uated from the University of Nebraska- 
Lincoln, UNL, with undergraduate de-
grees in journalism, history, and polit-
ical science. After college, Randy 
worked at UNL’s Agricultural Commu-
nications Department and freelanced 
for the Omaha World-Herald. 

Randy’s NGFA story began on July 1, 
1978, when he was hired as the director 
of information services. In 1987, he was 
promoted as NGFA’s vice president for 
communications and government rela-
tions. A voracious reader and writer, in 
1996, Randy authored a history of the 
first 100 years of the NGFA for its cen-
tennial celebration, entitled ‘‘A Cen-
tury of Agricultural Abundance 
Through Free Enterprise.’’ In 2005, the 
Food and Drug Administration award-
ed Randy for his contributions to pre-
venting the spread of bovine 
spongiform encephalopathy, BSE, in 
the United States. In 2012, Randy be-
came president and CEO of NGFA. 
Through more than four decades of 
NGFA service, Randy has made count-
less contributions to the U.S. agricul-
tural industry. 

As the senior senator from Nebraska, 
I congratulate Randy on a successful 
and impactful career representing cru-
cial aspects of the agricultural value 
chain. Randy, I wish you, your wife 
Barbara, and your children and grand-
children good health as you enter re-
tirement. You have done Nebraska 
proud.∑ 

f 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF KIWANIS 
CLUB OF MINOT, NORTH DAKOTA 

Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor the 100th anniversary of 
the Kiwanis Club of Minot, ND, as well 
as the 100-year birthdays of two 
Kiwanis members, ND, constituents, 
Mr. Lynn Aas and Mr. John Sinn. 

Since its founding on May 27, 1921, 
the Kiwanis Club of Minot has helped 
make my home town a better place to 
live. As a former member of this orga-
nization, I deeply appreciate their con-
tinued dedication and contributions to 
the community and surrounding area. 
Some examples of their work include 
donating books to schools, supporting 
the arts, and raising money for local 
service organizations, like the Boy 
Scouts and the Juvenile Drug Court 
and Domestic Violence Crisis Center. 
In these ways, Minot’s local Kiwanis 
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chapter helps realize the mission of 
this international organization and 
makes a real difference to families and 
children in the region. 

At the same time, two notable 
Kiwanis members, Mr. Lynn Aas and 
Mr. John Sinn, are celebrating their 
100th birthdays this year. As part of 
the ‘‘greatest generation’’ and as World 
War II veterans, Lynn and John have 
both been an important part of the 
Minot community and set a great ex-
ample for their fellow Kiwanis mem-
bers. 

A native of McLean County, ND, 
Lynn Aas fought as a rifleman in the 
historic Battle of the Bulge. He served 
with the 17th Airborne Division of the 
193rd Airborne Infantry and received 
the Bronze Star, the Purple Heart, and 
the French Legion of Honor medal. 

Following the war, he returned to his 
home State, where he earned his law 
degree from the University of North 
Dakota. In addition to his time as a 
Kiwanis member, Lynn served in our 
State’s legislature for four sessions, 
was the president of the Minot Cham-
ber of Commerce, served on the board 
for the United Way, and has been a 
longtime supporter of Minot State Uni-
versity. 

As a member of the 386th Infantry 
Regiment, John Sinn served in the Eu-
ropean theatre, where he earned the 
Bronze Star. He then returned home to 
farm with family members in Ryder, 
ND, eventually coming to work for the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in 1957. 

John retired in 1989, more than 30 
years ago. However, rather than taking 
a well-earned rest, he has been hard at 
work serving the Minot community. 
Among his efforts as a volunteer, he is 
best known for his work to improve 
and maintain the Scandinavian Herit-
age Park. 

This is an iconic outdoor museum 
that is central to the community’s 
identity and home to the annual Norsk 
Hostfest, the largest celebration of 
Scandinavian culture and history in 
North America. The best view of the 
park can be found at John Sinn Out-
look, a testament to his many con-
tributions. 

It is therefore appropriate to take 
this time to recognize the hard work, 
dedication, and service of Lynn Aas, 
John Sinn, and the entire Kiwanis Club 
of Minot as they all celebrate their 
100th birthdays this year. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TOM GRESHAM 

∑ Mrs. HYDE-SMITH. Mr. President, 
on May 31, 2020, Mr. Tom Gresham of 
Indianola, MS, concluded his term as 
the 84th president of Delta Council. I 
am pleased to commend him for his 
service and contributions to the Delta 
region and the State of Mississippi. 

Organized in 1935, Delta Council 
plays an important role in uniting the 
agricultural, business, and economic 
development leadership to solve prob-
lems and promote greater opportuni-
ties in the Mississippi Delta region, 

which encompasses 19 counties in 
Northwest Mississippi. 

Mr. Gresham’s tenure began on the 
heels of the devastating and historical 
Yazoo Backwater Flood of 2019, which 
destroyed thousands of acres, hundreds 
of homes, and took two lives. As a 
Delta native, business owner, and serv-
ant to his community, his leadership 
helped bring tremendous attention and 
change to a new plan proposed by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to ad-
dress this critical flood control issue. 

He also met challenges unlike any 
other Delta Council president in the 
unprecedented times we faced during 
the onset of the global pandemic of 
COVID–19. In leading Delta Council 
throughout his presidency, he navi-
gated the way for the council to con-
tinue its devoted work to the region, 
despite the difficulties the virus 
brought us. This included the first-ever 
virtual meeting of Delta Council. 

I also applaud Mr. Gresham, as a 
longtime former chairman of Delta 
Council’s Development Department, 
along with Delta Strong leadership, on 
bringing hundreds of jobs to the Delta 
through the Delta Strong industrial re-
cruitment initiative. As the president 
of Double Quick, Inc., for over 35 years, 
Tom Gresham knows what it takes to 
grow a successful business in the Delta. 

Despite the time spent dedicated to 
his presidency and career, Mr. Gresham 
still finds time to serve in a multitude 
of capacities locally and regionally. He 
has served in leadership roles as co-
chairman of the Indianola Promise 
Community, director of Northwest Mis-
sissippi Community Foundation, past 
chairman of Mississippi Economic 
Council past president of Mississippi 
Association of Convenience Stores, 
Indianola Educational Foundation, 
Indianola Rotary Flub, Mid-Delta Arts 
Association, Society of Independent 
Gas Marketers of America, and more. 

I am pleased to join the citizens 
throughout the State of Mississippi in 
commending Thomas G. Gresham and 
sharing our appreciation with his wife 
Louise Houseman Gresham and their 
three adult children and four grand-
children. His input over his year of 
service has undoubtedly contributed to 
the overall success of this highly re-
spected 86-year-old organization, Delta 
Council.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PAUL HOLLIS 
∑ Mrs. HYDE-SMITH. Mr. President, I 
am pleased to commend Mr. Paul Hol-
lis of Rollingi Fork, MS, for his service 
and contributions to the State of Mis-
sissippi while serving as the 85th presi-
dent of Delta Council. 

Organized in 1935, Delta Council 
plays an important role in uniting the 
agricultural, business, and economic 
development leadership to solve prob-
lems and promote greater opportuni-
ties in the Mississippi Delta region, 
which encompasses 19 counties in 
Northwest Mississippi. 

Mr. Hollis has selflessly committed 
himself this year to the standing prior-

ities of Delta Council’s agenda, namely 
flood control, among other major 
issues the council addresses. As the 
owner and operator of Hollis Farms in 
Anguilla, MS, for over 30 years, he 
knows all too well the unjust history 
and devastation the incomplete Yazoo 
Backwater Pumps flood control project 
has brought to his community. There 
are few proponents of the Yazoo Back-
water Pump Project who have volun-
teered the time, loyalty, attention, and 
leadership as fervently as Paul Hollis. 

Mr. Hollis assumed the role of Delta 
Council president in a nontraditional 
fashion by way of the first-ever virtual 
meeting of Delta Council, due to the 
unprecedented challenges we faced dur-
ing the COVID–19 global pandemic. De-
spite the hardships the virus brought 
upon our State and Delta Council, Mr. 
Hollis led this organization admirably 
through the rest of 2020 to restore the 
traditional Delta Council Day at the 
86th annual meeting, at which I am 
honored to serve as the keynote speak-
er. 

Outside of his time spent working on 
his farm and serving Delta Council, Mr. 
Hollis contributes his leadership skills 
to many valuable community organiza-
tions. He serves as commissioner for 
the Mississippi Levee Board and chair-
man of the Delta Council Flood Control 
Committee. He is president of his local 
Rotary Club, president of the Sharkey 
Country Club, serves on the board for 
Sharkey-Issaquena Academy, as well as 
Sharkey County School Board, chair-
man of the Board for Central Mis-
sissippi Walk to Emmaus, and a board 
member for the Lower Delta Partner-
ship. He has also served as past chair-
man of Farm Service Agency for 
Sharkey County and is chairman of 
Trustees for Rolling Fork United Meth-
odist Church. 

It is my pleasure to join the citizens 
throughout the great State of Mis-
sissippi in offering congratulations to 
Mr. Paul C. Hollis and sharing our ap-
preciation with his wife Laura Boykin 
Hollis, their four adult children, and 
six grandchildren. His input over his 
year of service has undoubtedly con-
tributed to the overall success of this 
highly respected 86-year-old organiza-
tion, Delta Council.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE CONFEDERATED 
TRIBES OF SILETZ INDIANS 

∑ Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, last 
September, the Echo Mountain Com-
plex Fire swept through Lincoln Coun-
ty in my home State of Oregon. Nearly 
300 homes were destroyed. At least 50 
other buildings and structures were 
burned as well. In just a few days, the 
lives that residents spent decades 
building literally went up in smoke. 
These devastated families began look-
ing around for help—for safety and se-
curity; for support getting back on 
their feet and rebuilding their lives. 
And they quickly found that help com-
ing from the Confederated Tribes of 
Siletz Indians. 
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